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1. Preliminary Events 

The Co-Chairs called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  The Co-Chairs thanked the JIRA and JAHIS  representatives for hosting the DSC.  Participants identified themselves and their employers.  The Secretary reviewed the antitrust rules.  The Minutes of the last meeting were approved.  The Agenda for this meeting was approved.  The quorum requirements at this meeting were met.  
2. Election of New Members 

Members approved a request to join the DICOM Standards Committee that had been submitted by: 
· Bayer Radiology @ Interventional (recently MedRad.)
3. Requests to Join Working Groups

Members approved the following requests to join Working Groups as Voting Members:

Company/Organization-

· Numa, Inc. – WG-03

· Palodex Group – WG-22

Individuals-

· R. Molteni – WG-28

· M. Wintell – WG-26

The Committee was also informed that DSC Member JIRA has appointed a Voting Representative to WG-28. 
4. General Administrative Issues

All WG Chairs and Secretaries were requested to add newly scheduled WG meetings and t-cons to the Calendar or ask the Secretary to do so.  The Calendar represents ALL DICOM Meetings that are known to the MITA Staff.    
5. Proposed Work Items
It was proposed and the Committee accepted the change of term from “Work Item” to “
New Work Item Proposal (NWIP)” to better describe that these are new additions to the standard and to match IEC terminology.

 The following NWIPs (New Work Item Proposals) were presented for DSC approval and were discussed:
	NWIP

Number
	WG
	Request
	Result
	Comments

	NWIP-
2012-04-A
	01
	Intravascular OCT SR Template
	To allow reporting of more measurements.
	Approved

	NWIP-

2012-04-B
	22
	RadDoseSR Dentistry
	The Committee discussed that this may be accomplished by a CP, in fact by the expansion of CP-1077.  The Chair of WG-22 reported that there are over 250,000 XR Generators deployed in dentistry.  He reported on the plans to have a demonstration at the AAOMR National Meeting.  It was emphasized that future dose reporting must not be through inserting additional data in the DICOM Header.  Several members argued against creating a new template but prefer using existing templates.
	Approved with advice to attempt to accomplish through CP if possible.

	NWIP-

2012-04-C
	26
	Encapsulation of Cytometry Data Files
	There was a thorough discussion at the conclusion of which the NWIP Approval was tabled.  Concerns were raised about creating DICOM by wrapping data into DICOM, about getting around DICOM encoding, having contents that cannot be interrogated.  The Committee suggested using private SOP classes. 
	Tabled.

	
	
	
	
	


Prompted by the discussion of the cytometry work item it was decide that D. Clunie, B. Revet, and H. Solomon will draft DICOM policy covering encapsulations.
6. WG-06 (Base Standard) Report
The detailed report of the Chair, Bas Revet was reviewed; it is attached as Exhibit A.  The Committee thanked B. Revet for the detailed and comprehensive report. 
7. Reports from the Working Groups
In addition to written reports posted in the meeting folder, the following are highlights of verbal reports:

Members reviewed and discussed the written and oral reports prepared by working group chairs.  Copies of the written reports and/or PowerPoint presentations may be found in the Reports Folder for this meeting: WG-02, -03, -06, -09, -14, -15, -20, -22, -23, and 28.

Some highlights mentioned:

WG-03
(Nuclear) Deciding whether to develop an enhanced IOD.

WG-08
(Structured Reporting) The Group is discussing whether to develop a model common template or go with text based reporting (no structure.)  The latter is favored by C. Kahn as it better approximates what radiologists do.


The CDA Implementation Guide will establish a framework for clinical societies to implement new templates for the specialities.  (Sample: one complex (1st trimester US) and a simple one (chest PA .)

WG-09
(Ophthalmology) Involving device manufacturers increasingly as implementation increases.  K. O’Donnell encouraged development of IHE Eyecare profiles and/or public demonstrations at professional society annual meetings and exhibits.

WG-10
(Strategic Advisory) The projects underway or planned include: review of HL7 ballots, rewamp the DICOM web site, will form a publication committee to assess needs.  In fact H. Solomon drafted a revised opening for the Strategy session.  K. O’Donnell noted that the most typical “use case” for the DICOM Web site is the visits by company software architects and “Meaningful Users”.  Another project is the White Paper on Content and Transport Channels.”
WG-11
The Multi-Dimensional Presentation State (MDPS) Supplement was triggered by Ultrasound 3D.  The WG is attempting to cover more modalities.  It was opined that time will tell whether the WG can add value to the current proprietary implementatios. 
WG-12
(Ultrasound) The DSC asked WG-12 to develop a standard for elastography. 

WG-13
(Visible light) There is no consensus on illumination.  WG-22 will develop visible light standard to move forward.  Chair remains vacant with Secretary acting as liaison.

WG-15
Proposal is expected to add to the standard on tomosynthesis.  Some members preferred a CP but also worried about confusion by implementers.  
WG-20
Representatives explained the Meaningful Use Phase 2 and future plans.

WG-22
Discussed the details of the written report that has been posted.

WG-23
Considering developing an SR model for application hosting.

WG-26
(Pathology)  Reported on project on workflow in integration with clinical lab devices used in pathology (possible DICOM CP to Modality Worklist.) and on  work on flowcytometry objects.  WG-26 participates in HL7 Work Item on specimen identification.  Reported on work on multispectral presentation state   

WG-27
Progressing on Web services supplements WADO-RS, STOW, interested in QUIDO.  
WG-28      Reported on work on IEC 61910-1, Levels of compliance with RDSR in Interventional.)

8. Updates of Strategic Statements

Updated statements were posted for WG-02, WG-03, WG-13, WG-21, 22, and 28.  The DSC approved the updates.

9. XML Encoding of the DICOM Standard

The Secretary reported that discussions at two recent working group meetings emphasized the need and desire in the DICOM Community to have the DICOM standard available as an XML document.
D. Clunie noted that he will handle the supervision of the conversion of figures and will complete the entire standard.  Development work will continue in Word as done today.

10. User Organization Reports – DICOM Related Activities 
The following reports were received:

· ACR – relevant committee is ITIC – developing reference guides for practicing radiologists 

· ONC – MITA MII Section is creating awareness of the DICOM Standard 
· RSNA – 

· The reporting Group is developing templates representing best practices.

· Joint Committee between RADLEX and LOINC is reaching a breakthrough: will harmonize and remove duplications.

· RADLEX Playbook has been updated to support Dose Registry

· IHE –Radiology – reported on the three new profiles.
· IHE-RO – Reportedly requires vendors to implement within certain time after Connectathon

· IHE Cardiology – developing Cardiac Cath Rpt CDA Implementation Guide Template.  Will use to revise other templates.  The EP profile was not completed by the deadlines.

· IHE Lab – relationship to WG-26.  Lab analytic Workflow Profile (for lab equipment producing evidentiary documents.)  Needs to be harmonized with Workflow for imaging equipment in the lab.  
· IHE Dentistry – IHE is helping to make it easier to start a new domain (experience may be relevant to IHE Endoscopy.)

· IHE Europe – Participation is increasing

· IHE Japan – Organized educational seminars

· IHE China - Open issue, more information is needed.

11. Reports on Related Standards Development Organizations (SDOs)
The Committee’s liaisons are requested to report on developments:

· HL7 – Expected that the FHIR (Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources ) will replace v.3.
· DICONDE –D. Clunie assigned 3 sets of elements (Part 6 contains both DICOS and DICONDE elements.)
12. Country Reports - DICOM-Related Activities around the World 

· Brazil – Alair Santos made a presentation on the educational efforts in Brazil.  See report in ftp://medical.nema.org/MEDICAL/Dicom/Minutes/Committee/2012/2012-04-18
· Japan – See report in ftp://medical.nema.org/MEDICAL/Dicom/Minutes/Committee/2012/2012-04-18
· Korea – It was reported that a Connectathon is scheduled in 2 months.
13. Government AgenciesICOM Conference-2013- 20 Year Anniversary

14. DICOM Conference-2013- 20 Year Anniversary
The Secretary reported that the contract has been signed but the mechanics of down-payment is still under discussion.  A save the date notification has been sent.
15. Publications about DICOM, Promoting DICOM
It was proposed that a paper about how DICOM is ready to support  EHR might be a good proactive action on DICOM’s part.  No decision or assignment were made:

Criticisms of DICOM – no continuation in the blog-space of the Nov. 2011 blog-published criticism was reported.  DICOM members are monitoring.  
16. New Business 

A request/invitation from WHO (World Health Organization) for a DICOM Speaker arrived, for a meeting two weeks hence.  The DSC appreciated the invitation and attempted to find a speaker, however, the eligible speakers already had commitments for that date.  It was noted that an RSNA representative will be speaking of IHE.
17. Time and Place of Future Meetings

· Tuesday, June 26, 2012 – Near Venice, Italy (preceding CARS.)
· Thursday, Nov. 29, 2012, RSNA 2012, Chicago, IL, USA
· Tuesday, March 19, 2013, Bangalore, India
18. Adjournment   
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  
Submitted by





Stephen Vastagh, Secretary
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ATTACHMENT A  - DICOM Working Group 6 (Base Standard) Status Report

EXHIBIT A
DICOM Working Group 6 (Base Standard)

Status Report

April 11, 2012

Scope of  WG6 work

WG6 maintains the overall consistence of the DICOM standard. It provides technical guidance to all DICOM working groups and serves as the technical coordination point. It also develops extensions (Supplements) to DICOM typically related to overall systems enhancements. Some of the responsibilities include:

· Executing the DICOM Maintenance Process (Correction Proposals).  The process is used to make “corrections and minor changes” to the current versions of the Standard.  Any corrections made are processed using the normal Letter Ballot procedures as defined by NEMA.

· Provision of technical coordination and guidance for all WGs.  This includes review and official approval before the Public Comment, Letter Ballot, and Final Text draft releases of all supplements.

· Development of Supplements to the standard related to Print, Image Management, Workflow Management, etc.

· Tracking the progress of work items and supplement and report stalled items (no activity over a period of three years) to the DICOM Standards Committee.

· Coordination of joint development efforts with ASTM, CEN, ISO, JIRA, and Medis DC.

· Coordination with NEMA for the publication of DICOM.

Meetings Held Since Last Report

24 – 26 January 2012
Washington DC, MITA

26 – 30 March 2012
Washington DC, MITA

Schedule and Quality Issues

The workload of WG-06 is decreasing because the number of supplements in progress is substantial reduced.  However, a number of the remaining supplement requires substantial review effort because the complexity and missing experience of the editors (e.g., Sup 148 Second Generation RT and Sup 124 Display Parameters).

Besides this (assuming that two new work items will be approved for WG 6), an amount of time is needed to create new supplements in the coming period. Much of the work will be done in ad-hoc groups that meet in conjunction with the regular WG 6 meetings and tcons in between.

We still make use of tcons to resolve routine review and use the face-to-face meetings for more substantial reviews and discussion, but the frequency is lower by the reduced workload:
· A regular CP teleconference one week in advance of the face to face meeting to clear simple CP activity has worked well.  This is replacing about 2hrs of meeting time with a 2hr tcon.

· We continue using tcons for supplements that appear to have no technical issues, complex edits, or other demands for face to face discussions.  This worked well for Supplements that are in the stage of the review progress that require a line-by-line review. All new activity is being forced to obtain a work item before discussion at WG-06. All the current supplement activity has an approved work item.

The meeting agendas and attendance issues are improving with the use of a two stage agenda setting.  We first distribute a candidate list of meeting times and allow self-selection of removal from groups that are going to be busy, unavailable, or willing to wait.  This has improved the productivity of the meeting time.

For first reads and minor reviews we have started using web display to reduce the travel burden on presenters.  

Experience with use of teleconferences has been:

· Successes:  Presentation of simple new workitems for first read; review of CPs and resolution of routine typos; resolving technical details in supplements.

· Failures: Brainstorming and evaluating major technical alternatives; dealing with clarity, precision, and consistency of supplement text.

Much of the WG-06 face to face meeting time is spent dealing with clarity, precision, and consistency.  This is dealt with somewhat during public comment, and extensively in the final text and letter ballot discussions. 

Specific Deliverables

DICOM Maintenance Process

· In the January and March meetings since last report, 28 CPs are added to the standard (CPack 64 and 65) and 33 new CPs were processed. 

Supplements Currently Being Developed by WG6

· Supplement 115: Evidence SOP Class. In early draft. Discussed in a t-con to reactivate the progress.
· Supplement 121: Modality Procedure Plan and Protocol Storage. Reviewed in the January and March meetings. Planned for the June meeting.
·  Whitepapers on change management and long term consistency is finished.  A new work item proposal is on hold, due to the lack of a new champion.
· Application profiles. Discussed in the January 2010 meeting. A white paper to describe the process of specifying application profiles in conjunction with the IHE Radiology Technical Committee is in preparation. 
· A proposal to specify a enhanced multi-frame SOP Class to encapsulate legacy CT, MR or PET data for reducing the data overhead (replicating header data) and transfer time is created as result of the WG-11 MINT discussion held in June. The ad-hoc WG 6 group has meetings in January and March (preceding the regular WG 6 meeting). Reviewed the WG 6 January meeting.
Review and Approval of Supplements Developed by Other WGs

· Supplement 124: Communication of Display Parameters. Reviewed in the January and March meetings. Planned for the June meeting.
· Supplement 129: Electrophysiology SR and Procedure Log. No progress over the last 3 years.

· Supplement 138: Crestal Implant Storage. Not reviewed.
· Supplement 147: Second Generation Radiotherapy. Reviewed in the January and March meetings. Planned for the June meeting.
·  Supplement 154: Optical Surface Scanners Storage. Reviewed in the March meeting. Planned for June meeting.

· Supplement 155: Templates for Imaging Procedure Reports encoded in CDA. Planned for June meeting.
· Supplement 156: Multi-Dimensional Presentation State. In progress.
· Supplement 157: Multi-Frame Converted Legacy Images.  Reviewed in the January meeting. Planned for the June meeting.
· Supplement 158: Retirement of General Purpose Worklist and Procedure Step. First review in the January meeting. Planned for June meeting.
· Supplement 159: Radiopharmaceutical Administration Radiation Dose Reporting .First review in the March meeting.

Currently 12 supplements have been assigned a number and are in progress (draft, public comment, frozen or letter ballot).
Miscellaneous

· WG6 will meet at the following dates and places 2012:

· June 11 – 15, 2012 at DIN, Berlin, Germany

· August 27 – 31, 2012 at MITA

· November 5 – 9, 2012 at MITA

· WG-06 has begun a routine review of HL7 ballots where DICOM input may be appropriate (as flagged to WG-06 by WG-20).  The coordination of schedules between HL7 and DICOM processes remains complicated, but it is taking place.  We may end up doing more of this work in t-cons to deal with schedule coordination, but the subject matter is not a good fit for t-cons.

DICOM Publication

· Some progress is being made on the DICOM in XML effort.  This will be reported separately.

· There have been enough changes and supplements since the previous conversion that another fresh conversion will be needed
Respectfully submitted by:

Bas Revet

Chairman, DICOM WG6
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